Qatar gives $2M for N.O. homeless
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NEW ORLEANS - The government of Qatar has awarded Unity of Greater New Orleans $2 million to repair housing for 816 low-income Hurricane Katrina victims who are now homeless. 

Unity of Greater New Orleans is a collaborative of 60 homeless housing and service organizations in the New Orleans area. 

"New Orleans faces a new crisis of homelessness yet Unity looks to the future with hope and resolve, bolstered by the remarkable generosity of 

the state of Qatar," said Unity executive director Martha Kegel. 

Unity's top priority has been to restore the capacity of 60 of its agencies that provide emergency, transitional, and permanent housing and services for the homeless in the New Orleans area. Prior to Hurricane Katrina, the Unity collaborative housed 2,781 people. Thirty buildings in the Unity network were damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

The gift from Qatar will enable Unity to make strides toward restoring the housing capacity of the collaborative by funding repairs for 11 housing programs. 

When Hurricane Katrina made landfall, Qatar donated $100 million to a variety of community organizations to help Katrina victims. Recipients included Memorial Hospital, the Boys and Girls Clubs Community Center, Covenant House and the Tulane University Community Health Center. 

The formal announcement will be made at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., at 10 a.m. Sept. 8.•

