Unity of N.O. to offer 5,000 permanent homes for disabled
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NEW ORLEANS — Unity of Greater New Orleans, a group of 60 agencies providing housing and services, will announce a plan at noon Friday to prevent homelessness in New Orleans through development of 5,000 units of permanent supportive housing for people with disabilities. The Unity meeting will be held at the Holy Angels Conference Center, 3500 St. Claude Ave. 

Rosanne Haggerty, a national expert on supportive housing, will present the keynote address, "Preventing and Ending Homelessness in the new New Orleans." Haggerty will discuss research demonstrating that affordable rental apartments linked with services is a cost-effective strategy successful in ending homelessness. 

Haggerty is founder and president of Common Ground, a New York-based nonprofit and the largest U.S. developer of supportive housing. 

Unity is working with the National Alliance to End Homelessness, the Louisiana Housing Finance Agency, the Metropolitan Human Services District, the Jefferson Parish Human Services Authority, and other local, state and national groups to implement this model in the New Orleans area. 

Unity will dedicate its meeting to the memory of Charles Johnson, a formerly homeless person who served as an outreach worker for Volunteers of America and was an integral part of Unity's street outreach team.  Johnson died in Hurricane Katrina. 

The following will also be honored: 

• Jay Zainey, a U.S. district judge, will receive the Distinguished Leadership Award for providing legal services to the homeless, working to formulate evacuation plans for low-income people, and developing supportive housing for the homeless. 

• B.B. St. Roman of the New Orleans Police Department Homeless Assistance 

Collaborative will receive the Outstanding Community Partner award. St. 

Roman heads a partnership with Unity to bring homeless people to housing and services. St. Roman will also be lauded for her Katrina heroism; she and her team brought more than 120 people to the Superdome prior to the hurricane and rescued 800 people from flooded neighborhoods afterward. 

• Fran Ledger will be honored for outstanding service to the Unity Continuum of Care. Ledger has been administrator of Unity's Homeless 

Management Information System and has played an integral role in helping Unity evaluate its programs and make funding decisions. She is working with Unity to develop an affordable housing database to assist low-income people to find housing in New Orleans post-Katrina. 

• Sister Clarita Bourque, a founder of Unity and of two of its programs — House of Ruth and Lindy's Place, will receive the first Charles Johnson Memorial Award for Outstanding Service to Homeless People. 

• Lori Adams, executive director of Pathways, a housing program for homeless persons with mental illness, will be honored for an exemplary program to end homelessness. Adams evacuated with her severely disabled clients to Houston, working 24 hours a day, seven days a week for many weeks post-Katrina. •

