Survey to count N.O., Jeff homeless

Accurate data could increase financing 
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In an effort to obtain more money to serve the growing number of homeless people in Orleans and Jefferson parishes, UNITY of Greater New Orleans will send out about 100 volunteers next week to count and collect data about the homeless and their families. 

The survey will give a more accurate count of the number of homeless, particularly those who had never been without a place to live before Hurricane Katrina, said Natasha Wilson, a spokeswoman for UNITY. 

Volunteers will work in teams of five or six and will conduct five-minute surveys at shelters and outreach centers, as well as places where the homeless tend to gather, such as home improvement stores where they go to get hired for temporary work, Wilson said. 

UNITY, a collaborative of 60 agencies working to end homelessness and bring displaced New Orleanians back to the city, will use the information to try to get additional government and private funding for more services, she said, adding that the new funding will be more specific to the needs of the first-time homeless population. 

"In order to really give them the services they need, we need to know the number of actual nontraditional homeless people," Wilson said. 

She said the survey questions were devised by UNITY and the Urban Institute, a nonpartisan economic and social policy research organization. 

A similar survey is done every year, but on a much smaller scale, Wilson said. "They've never really tried to reach out to nontraditional people. It's been more working with established agencies like shelters and facilities that provide food." 

The survey will be taken Jan. 30-31 from noon to 12 a.m. each day. Volunteers can work one or both days and will not be required to work all 12 hours each day. 

Training sessions for volunteers are today at 10 a.m. and Wednesday at 6 p.m. at UNITY's Baronne Street building, 2407 Baronne St. No registration is required. Each session will last 45 minutes. 

For information, call 821-4496 Ext. 103 or 112. 
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