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g for shelter In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, when rain was

pourlng through the damaged rocf at the home on Annatte Street In New Orleans. Anderson, 55, who was seversly burned in an

acckient at the home and found hinsel
lass-advocacy group UNITY of Greater New Orleans,

Group works

Trumpeler joins
housing activisis

By Katy Heckdah!
Statt weltar

On Wednesday trumpeter
Trvin Mayfield became the off-
ciaf chamylon of the homeleas-
advocacy group UNITY of
Graater New Otleans, which
anrounced the jazs musician's
new yole in front of an aban-
doned Tth Ward house once oe-
capied by a mentally #] man,

Hucl: boarded-zp houses
“represent the reason why
New Orleans 1y carrently en-
gulfed in a erisis of homeles-
aness,t UNITY Divector Mar-

) H oy
Jazz musiclap irvin Mayfleld getalls how UNITY of Greater New
Orleans Is working to end homelessness as Harry Anderson

looks ors Wadnasday. Andarson, a burn victim, was dwelling for
3 time witholit utities In his family home on Annette Streat and
Jatar was living under the North Clalborne Averus overpass un-

£ UNITY helped Him find shalter,

i fving under the North Glaiborne Avenue overpass, was aventually resoued by the home-

to save squatters

tha Kegel said In infroducing
one of the home's former resi-
dents, Harry Anderson, 06.
Mayfield then sshed Now Or-
leanians to help UNITY find
squatiers and get them into
apartments through an initia-
tive UNITY calls "iNo One
Suffers Alone

UNITY ashs residents who
think someone s living in a
howse without utifities to call
the agency ab (504) 821-4496.
Cageworkers will visit those
pecpie and &y to house them
in safer conditions,

Anderson lives in & govern-
ment-subasidized apartment
UpSown, But & few montha
2go, he Yived under the North
Claiborne Avenue overpass,

Seo ABAHDDNED, B.3

N.O. has epidemic of house squatters

ABANDONED, from 51

hin entire sealp covered with an
Infaction from severe burns thet
hadn't healed, sald UNITY ao-
cind worker Mike Miller, who got
hizn to & hospital i
Anderson’s problems are
ghared by many under the
Clalborne bridge: insdequate
housing, mentai and phyeicat ill-
ness, and substance abuse. In
the past few menths, UNITY
social workers bave removed 62
residents, who are aow in their
own places or staying in low-
cost hotel rooms en route to
their own apartments, But atili,
about 108 people remain there

in what has become a putrid,
chaotie mess,

“Claiborne is the eyesore, It
reminds us how hopeless homse-
leraness can seer,” Mayfield
gaid. Bub the aituation can be
addressed, he said, In the next
few months, UNITY and its
pariner, the New Orleans Mis-
gion, hope to house almost ev-
eryone from the tent city, fi-

‘panded by a fow sourees Includ-

ing Road Home money ear-
marked for homelessness.
Fartier this year, donations
from citizens, along with trailers
fall of furniture fom the Doub-
letree and Westin hotels, helped

to furnisk apartments for home-
less people who were Jeaving an
earlier engnmpment at Duncan
Plaza, UNITY is once again 5o
liciting hovseheld goods o furn-
ish apactments for those leaving
the Claiborne colony, Mayfieid
said. T

When Mayfield began talking
te UNITY, he learned what re-
search new shows: that most
people's homelessness cen end
with-minimal assistance: 1L gave
hirn hope.

Now Mayfield wants to
spread that hope o others, in-
cluding city declsien-makers,
many of whom ate ajready in

Meyfield's Rolodéx.

Mew Orleans Folice Dapart-
ment Buperintendens Warren
Riley came to show his support
st Wedneaday's news confer-
ence. At a dinner with President
Bush on Monday night, May-
field said, he emphasired the
cty’s need for 3,600 permanent
supportive-hovsing vouchers.

In recent weeks Mayfeld also
has spoken about the Issue with
Gov. Bobby Jindal and Mayer
Ray Nagin, “The mayor, the
governer and the president are
on the game page,” he said.
“There is a pian to end homeles-
aness in New Qrleans.”




