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HUD Secretary Shaun Donovaa. canter feft, and Homeland Secunty Secretary Janet Napo!:tano are
brigfed by U.8. Rep. Charfie Melancon, D-Napoleonville, leff, during a tour of a homeé

are L1.S. Rep. Ank Uoseph’ Cac, far keft, and Gov. Bobby égndal right.

. By John Pope
! and Katy Reckdahi
Staff writers

Declaring their frustration with the
slow pace of hurricane recovery, two
members of President Barack
Obama’s Cabinet anriounced hundreds
of millions of doflars In grants Thurs-
day in New Orleans as pari of their
promise to speed up the process.

“What we have seen today makes
us disturbed ~ angry, even — fo see
the numbers of the families Bving the -
way'they have,” Hévginy abd Mrbagpl

Develnpmant Secretary Shaur Dotio-. -

van sa:d 3t & news conference mth

Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano after a morning tour of
hard-hit areas.

As the resulf of a bus ride that took
them to Southern University at New
Orleans, Chalmette and the Sth Ward,
‘“we are getting a view of what has not
yet happened and what needs to hap-
pen,” Napolitano said.

In a police-ezeorted motoreade, the
vigitors saw houses and businesses
that had been repaired, houses and
businesses that apparently had not
bezn tovicked since Hirricane Katrina

hit in August 2005, and builditigs Te-
thin, -than :

Emette UStemng




Federal o

Parish, the entourage passed a
hand-letterad sign on white
postar board on the side of 2
raveged houge: “PLEASE
HEL? OUR COMMUNITY

Qbuama nomirea attends

Standing next to Napolitano
8t the outdeor news. conference
was Craig Fugate, whom
Obama nominated Wedneaday
to Jead the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, which Is
part of Napolitanc's depart-
ment. The appointment of Fu-
gate, the head of Florida's
emergency-management offics,
vequires Senafe confirmation.

"We pledge o you our part-
nerghip for a new beginning in
New Ozleens and across the
Gult” Donovan said to sppladse
from residents and civie getivi-

#a.

“T'his is the day we have been
waiting for," said Martha Kegel,
executive director of UNITY of
Greater New Orleans, “I's des-
perately needed for a lot of peo-
ple.”

The news tonference was in
the middie of Morrice Duncan
Street, whith had been cleared
and Blocked off for the oceaslon.
The gtrgel i part of Abundance
Square, a sectlon of the redevel-
opment of the former Derire
public housing eomplex.

A bioek from the podium
where Donovan and Napolitano
gpolre, a handful of protesters
shouted demands for low-cost
‘housing and an end to the demo-
lition of public housing com-
plexes.

Wo one responded to them,
but Donovan later promised o
work hard ta restore more af-
fordable housing,

“We're going to do everything
weoan,” ke said, .

Sharing the stege with Dono-
vas, Napolitano snd Fugate
ware U.8, Sen, Mary Lazndiieu,
D-Le.; Gov. Bobby Jindal; Lt
Gov. Miteh Landrieu; New Or.
jeans Mayor Ray Nagin; U.S.
Reps. Anh “Jeseph” Cao, R+
New Orlesns, snd Charlie Mel-
ancon, D-Napoleonville; state
Rep. Karen Caxter Petersen, -
New Orleans; snd Masj. Gen,
Hunt Downer, Louisiana's assis-
tant adjutant for the Avmy Na-
tional Guard,

1.5. Sen. David Vitter, R-La,
ad 1.8, Rep. Steve Scalise, R-
Jeffereon, did not attend be-
cange they atayed in Washing-
Ep for votes, vepresentatives of

eir offices sald.

Administration’s first telp

The trip was the first Cab-
Inet-level inapection of hurzi-
wane damage inee Obama took
office In January. While Napoli-
tano and Donovan did not men-
tion President Geovge Bush,
who has coma wader heavy erit-
igiam for the laggard federnl re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrine,
they sought to make it clear that
the region's recovery will be 2
top priority of the Obama ad-
rainigtration and that cooper-
ation gnong gavernment agen-
ces the norm,

After all, Donovan gaid, “the
water didn't know politicat
boundaries. it dida't respect
them”

£n npproaching the problems
swrounding hwricane recovery,
Mapolitane sald she asked her-

a series of “why" questions,
Including “Why has this taken
a0 long?" “Why are we using
this form{" and “Why are we
chagging things that people had
relied oni”

**This will not be the lsst ime
1 am here," she said, “and this
will not be the st time I ask
whyt"”

Residents shars storles

On the tour, the Grat stop was
SUNQ, where Chancellor Victor
Ukpolo fed the visitors through
the quiet Park Campus, which is
atfil nndergoing ropaits.

At mld-morhing, the motor-
cade swooped ento Yeronica
Drive in Chalmette to visit

New Orleans from Bt. Beroord
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“Wa pledge to you our parinership for a new beginning i New Orleans and across the Gull”
SHAUR DONOYAN, RUD Secretary

i

cials are ‘disturbed’ by visit

LT

Hometand Securfty Seoretary Janet Nanolitane, lef, 1S, Sen. Mary Landrie, D-ta., HUD Secretary
Shaun Donoval, right, and others tour the Chalmetts home of Lawrence Scurich, second from kit
Tha home was rebullt with the help of the 8. Bernard Projest.

RECOVERY HELP

Housing arid Urban Development Seig ry Styaen Donovan and

Homeland, Sepurity §egrotary

Janet

litand Thursday an-

nounced & seres of recovery-refnét Gasl ommitments:
¥ 1D s abceted [owsiana's $438 N pln for fong-term disacter
recovary. Th mondy Wikiooma through the agensy's Community Gevek

opment Biock Grant program,

» HUD is protiting $23mtlion for husieg clder pople and people with

dsabifties In hurricans-aRected ardas,
B FEIA wil anderwrite the rebiiiding

adins’ pofice stations b

the Sth and 7Lh districts and a frehoubd i astern New Grisans.
»_ Tha agency wil furnish $12 mitoposabuid St. Bernard Parish's

\asta Wazer Treatnant Plant.

¥ FEMA wil give $2.9 millon for the fast repairs to Benfamin Frankin

High Schood in New, Orfeans,

1 REMA Is extening s rofocation assistance pragram btk May 1. Efgr
bio amifles oan be refmbuesed for 5 much 65 $4,600,

P HUD and Louiskina will kxinch g five-year, $50 mifflon program for
ahott 1,000 disabled homelass peopla and families. Most of tha maney

will ba spestin ha New Orleans area.

Larry Seurich, an octogenarian
who will seon move back into
the houge where he 1aised thee
children and where his wife, Do-
rothy, died 12 yesrs ago affer 2
atriggle with caneer.

Seurich wep! 55 he teld offi-
cials how much he loved the
ranch-atyle house where he
lived for more thag 40 years, He
cowid not bear to lose it, he said,
but he eould not have repaived &
without tie help of the Sk Bew
nard Project, which vepairs
hoses i a parvish where Katyi-
aa's floodwabers damaged every
Luilding.

Scurichs house wili be the

200th the program has com-

pleted sinca August 2006, fueled

by grants, denations and & ro.
tating crew of vohmtrers total-
ing 11,000, said Gretchen Wie-
{and, the program's develop-
ment coordinator.

Project efficials were eager to
show off their handiwork to the
vigiting officisls because, she
said, “there’s still 2 lot of work
to be done.”

At Abundance Square, the
lash stop, Geraldine Thompsen,
73, gat quietly and walched the
eommetion with her grandson
and great-grandson, Richard
}‘homaa and Richard Thomas

it

Thompson raised 13 children
in the Desire complex, whick
held 1,880 apartments in 262
itk bulldings. She lked & but
seid she prefers the nest
landscaping and better mainfe-
nance at Abundance Squoare. ‘Tt
faels move like homes, rather
than a housing project,” her
grandson sald.

The 73-unit Abundanze
Square and ifs nefghboring de-
velopment, the 34-unit Treasure
Viflage, were built a few years
hefore Huxricane Xatrina, They
were rebul after the storm us-
ing insurance proceeds and low-
income tax eredits, Construction
is under way on 166 apartments
in an adjacent developtrient, Su-
yoy Place.

A busy aftersoon

After the news conference,
the two Cabinet members sepa-
rated for the afterncon.

Donovan visited HUDs field
office and the Dissster Housing
Asgistance Program office on

SNG Chaneetior Victor Ukpole le:

208 tha visitors through the Parl

L35, Rep, Anh
‘Josaph’ Cao,
left, Homeland
"} Security
Secretary
Janet
Napeftano,
o, Bobby

§i Chancelor
Victor Ukpola,

R Donovan and
3 L1 Gov, Mitch

Liniversity at
New Orieans
on Thursday.

Campus, which 5 stifl underdeing repairs from Herricane Katring

damage.

the West Bank, whera housing
officials are scrambling to move
15,000 households ous of the
program or into subsidized
houging assistance within the
next gix months,

He also wallked through a pri-
vately owned, publicly subsi-
dized zpartment complex in
eagtern Mew Orleans. Abous

met with Srst responders am
higher education officials,
Hapolitano alge visited the be
jeaguered local FEMA office
which is being investigated be
cause of empleyees’ complaint
of harasement and misconduet.
Donovas and Napelitano the
att—el:l‘d'ed an early evening

3,000 storm-demnged apart-
ments, many in that part of the
by, are still meldering.
Napolitano took aielicopt&r
o to ingpect e codst and as-
sess the valnerabllity to tervor
attacks of offshore pipelines,
which have beceme exposed as
the ccastline recedes, She alvo

r

¥ with bus
ness and political laaders at Gal
fter Hall.

Jolin Pope casi b reachied ot
1ponaBMeSpICRIINE.COM OF

504,826, 5317, Katy ReckdaM nbe
reached at kreckdshiBlimaspieayune eont
o 504.526.5396.



